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1 Overview

There are no lectures for this section of Statistics 371. This means no live lectures and no video

lectures. The premise of this section is that with good written materials lectures aren’t needed. This

online course has been taught four times and its method works for a large majority of students. It

does not, however, work for all students. As a result, your first decision is whether you want to

stay in a section with no lectures. (I am sorry if you did not realize that there are no lectures with

this section. Note that I say I am sorry and not that I apologize because I have done everything

within my power to let people know this section has no lectures.)

This section is called blended online because we offer in-person help. The main form of in-

person help are the weekly discussions. In addition, your TA and I will have office hours and the

Statistics Department staffs a free tutoring service. In the four times this online section has been

offered, many questions have been answered via email, either to the TA or to me.

We will utilizeD2L (Desire2Learn, often called Learn@UW) extensively in this section. Nearly

all students will upload homework and project assignments on D2L. If you have difficulty with this

task, you may email your homework to your TA and your project reports to me. As a last resort, you

may deliver hard copies to either the TA’s or my mailbox. (There are directions to the mailboxes at

http://www.stat.wisc.edu/˜wardrop/courses/mailboxes2.html)

After you submit your homework on D2L, you will have access to the homework solutions. After

the deadline for each homework assignment, its solutions will be posted on D2L. Thus, even if you

do not submit a homework assignment, you will have access to the solutions.

The primary method of your learning the course material is by working through the Course

Notes. Note that I say working through and not reading because you need to be more involved than

when, say, you are reading a novel. The Course Notes are posted in two locations: on D2L and our

course webpage:

http://www.stat.wisc.edu/˜wardrop/courses/371fall2014.html.
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2 Course Schedule

The course schedule will keep you informed of course assignment deadlines and other important

dates. Table 1 presents a tentative course schedule. This schedule is subject to change and may be

adjusted as the need arises. The course schedule also will be posted on D2L.

Note the following features of the schedule.

1. I cover a great deal of material in this course. Note, in particular, that in Modules 5 and 10

you have one week of material plus a midterm exam.

2. You have no work in this course during Module 15, the last week of classes. The idea is to

give you time to reflect on our material and to catch up in your other classes.

3. The best preparation for the exams is to understand how to do each chapter’s examples,

practice problems, homework and quizzes. (The quizzes are for exam preparation; no credit

is given for taking them.)

It is important, also, to read the Course Notes. There will be a small number of points on the

exams covering material that you should have read, even if it’s not covered in homework,

etc.

4. I am not interested in your memorizing material. As a result, even thought the exams are

closed book, for each exam I will provide you with 4–6 pages of notes that you may bring to

the exam.

5. My exams are not designed to discover the Stat geniuses among you who should change

their major to Stats. (I realize that you don’t want to major in Stats.) Instead, the goal of my

questions is to see whether you can use the course material correctly.

6. Before each exam I will post a practice exam, with solutions.

If you have any questions about this schedule, please email BobWardrop at wardrop@stat.wisc.edu.

2



Table 1: Course Schedule

All Homework, Project Proposals and Project Reports are Due at 11:59 PM

The Midterm Exams will be 2:30–3:45 in room 145 Birge; for both midterms

there will be two other day/time combinations available

The Final Exam will be 10:05–12:05; there will be two other day/time

combinations available

Chapters

Module:Dates Covered Assignment(s) due

1: 9/1-9/7 1, 2 Chapters 1, 2 Homework: Sep 7 (Sunday)

2: 9/8-9/14 3, 4 Chapters 3, 4 Homework: Sep 14 (Sunday)

3: 9/15-9/21 5 Chapter 5 Homework: Sep 21 (Sunday)

4: 9/22-9/28 6, 7 Chapters 6, 7 Homework: Sep 28 (Sunday)

Project 1 Proposal Due: Sep 28 (Sunday)

5: 9/29-10/5 1–7 Midterm Exam: Oct 2 (Thursday)

8, 9 Chapters 8, 9 Homework: Oct 5 (Sunday)

6: 10/6-10/12 10, 11 Chapters 10, 11 Homework: Oct 12 (Sunday)

7: 10/13-10/19 12 Chapter 12 Homework: Oct 19 (Sunday)

Project 1 Report Due: Oct 19 (Sunday)

8: 10/20-10/26 13, 14 Chapters 13, 14 Homework: Oct 26 (Sunday)

9: 10/27-11/2 15 Chapter 15 Homework: Nov 2 (Sunday)

10: 11/3-11/9 8–14 Midterm Exam: Nov 6 (Thursday)

16 Chapter 16 Homework: Nov 9 (Sunday)

11: 11/10-11/16 17 Chapter 17 Homework: Nov 16 (Sunday)

Project 2 Proposal Due: Nov 16 (Sunday)

12: 11/17-11/23 18 Chapter 18 Homework: Nov 23 (Sunday)

13: 11/24-11/30 19, 20 Chapters 19, 20 Homework: Nov 30 (Sunday)

14: 12/1-12/7 21, 22 Chapters 21, 22 Homework: Dec 7 (Sunday)

Project 2 Report Due: Dec 7 (Sunday)

15: 12/8-12/14 None Review

16: 12/15-12/18 15–22 Final Exam: Dec 18 (Thursday)
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