
Date: Tue, 06 Jan 2015 12:22:56 -0600 (CST)

From: Bob Wardrop <wardrop@stat.wisc.edu>

To: "Lecture 4, Spr 2015 Stat 371" <stat371-4-s15@lists.wisc.edu>

Subject: News concerning Stat 371, Lecture 4, Spring 2015

If you have not already done so---and this includes many of you

who added the course in the last few days---please read

http://www.stat.wisc.edu/˜wardrop/courses/schedulespr2015b.pdf

This course has an enrollment of 240 students. This class has

no lectures. If I want to communicate with you, my options

are D2L and email. (The D2L for this course is not set-up yet.)

As a result, I urge/encourage you to read the emails I send

you. If an email arrives when you lack either time or interest

in reading it immediately, please do not discard it! Save it for

later, b/c chances are you will need the info eventually.

Please note the following:

1. All course material will be posted on our course webpage, at

http://www.stat.wisc.edu/˜wardrop/courses/371spring2015.html

I will discuss this site in a later email.

2. Much of the course material will be posted on D2L also.

The main problem with D2L is that I am unable to make ‘quick

changes’ to it. As a result any changes made during the semester

will be announced via email and posted on the course webpage.

3. Sometimes the internet is down or D2L is down or the Statistics

‘computers’ are down and you won’t have any access to the course

materials. Anticipating this possibility, you might consider

copying materials from our course webpage onto your own computer.

4. Some students have had trouble opening documents from the

course webpage. Therefore, I will email you .pdf files periodically.

(For example, I will email you Chapter 1 later today.) I really

hate sending them 2, 3, ... tims. You may

discard these emails, set them aside in case they are needed or

whatever you want to do.

5. If you don’t like D2L, here is the minimum use of it you will
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need in this course:

---Upload your homework on D2L.

---Upload your project proposals and reports on D2L.

---Check your grades on exams on D2L.

---(Optional, but please do this:) Once D2L is working, please

introduce yourself to your classmates and me via the discussion board.

I will try to keep these emails short. (This one is too long;

sorry.) With short emails you can either read them quickly

or store them away.

Always, if you have questions, concerns or suggestions, email me.

I hope that you will enjoy the class!

--Bob Wardrop

**************************************************************
Date: Tue, 06 Jan 2015 12:30:44 -0600 (CST)

From: Bob Wardrop <wardrop@stat.wisc.edu>

To: "Lecture 4, Spr 2015 Stat 371" <stat371-4-s15@lists.wisc.edu>

Subject: In-person help

You are always welcome to send email questions to your TA or me.

You may post questions on the discussion board of D2L, but this

has NOT been popular in the past in this class. Below are some

non-electronic ways to get help each week.

1. Every week there will be 10 meetings of the discussion. (I will

post the TAs’ names when I have them.)

2. The TAs and I will have office hours.

3. The Statistics Department provides a free tutoring service; details

will come later.

4. If you want to hire a tutor, feel free to ask me for help in

finding one.

5. SOMETHING NEW THIS SEMESTER. Every Friday, beginning on Jan. 23,

I will be in room 331 SMI from 1:20--2:10. The purpose of these

meetings will be for us to DISCUSS the ‘deeper meaning’
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and ‘uses’ of Statistics. The purpose is NOT to ‘go over’ the homework;

this is the job of the discussions. After we have ‘covered’

deeper meaning and uses, any remaining time will be available for

questions about the homework.

This is an experiment. If only a few people attend, it might be

discontinued.

--Bob Wardrop

******************************************************************
Date: Tue, 06 Jan 2015 12:59:59 -0600 (CST)

From: Bob Wardrop <wardrop@stat.wisc.edu>

To: "Lecture 4, Spr 2015 Stat 371" <stat371-4-s15@lists.wisc.edu>

Subject: A Walk Thru the Course Webpage

Our course webpage is

http://www.stat.wisc.edu/˜wardrop/courses/371spring2015.html

and presents the following list of items (with brief explanations

provided in this email):

*Course Notes: The most important document; our combined lectures

and textbook.

*Calculators for Various Statistical Problems: You don’t need a

fancy calculator in this course; you don’t need to learn a software

package. You DO need to learn to use various websites, all of which

will be introduced and explained in the CN. This link is a convenient

way to find them.

*Project Assignment: Details of the two projects.

*Determining P-values for Test Statistics V and W for Project 2: An

extra table needed only for Project 2.

*Notes for First Midterm Exam: These are the notes you will be allowed

to bring to the first midterm. Hence, you don’t need to memorize any

of this stuff.

*Practice First Midterm Exam: A study aid for the first midterm.

*Solutions to Practice First Midterm Exam: Solutions to the above.
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*Notes for the Second Midterm Exam: These are the notes you will be allowed

to bring to the second midterm.

*Practice Second Midterm Exam: A study aid for the second midterm.

*Solutions to Practice Second Midterm Exam: Solutions to the above.

*Notes for the Final Exam: These are the notes you will be

allowed to bring to the final.

*Practice Final Exam: A study aid for the final.

*Solutions to Practice Final Exam: Solutions to the above.

*Suggestions from Previous Students in Online Stat 371

*Emails you might have missed: A place to find emails you have

missed (like this one). Empty right now.

--Bob Wardrop

***************************************************************
Date: Tue, 06 Jan 2015 13:13:29 -0600 (CST)

From: Bob Wardrop <wardrop@stat.wisc.edu>

To: "Lecture 4, Spr 2015 Stat 371" <stat371-4-s15@lists.wisc.edu>

Subject: Paper copy of the Course Notes

There are advantages to accessing the Course Notes online. Saving

a tree is one obvious advantage. In addition, the CN is presented

as .pdf files with hyperlinks that allow you to easily navigate

around the CN and access websites.

Many students, however, need or enjoy having a paper copy of

the CN. The following comments are for such students; others

may stop reading now.

1. I own the copyright to the CN and you have my permission to

print them, but not to print them and sell them for a profit.

2. As an alternative to printing the entire CN, you might consider

opting for only certain key pages; e.g., practice problems, homework,

summaries.

3. I considered having a commercial establishment print and sell

the CN, but the cost was huge: about $50 for the entire package.
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In addition, students have told me that the U libraries charge

10 cents per page for coping!

4. As a result of item 3, I am willing to photocopy and sell copies

of the CN to you for $15. This is the cost to the Stat Dept for

photocopier rental, toner and paper. My labor (doing the actual

copying) is free to you. (Retired guys have lots of free time.)

5. My process is slow. You will need to give my the $15 before

I make your copy. Because my access to the photocopier is lowest

priority, it might take several days for me to fulfill your order.

6. At the end of the semester I am willing to buy back your CN for

$7 and then sell it to a future student for $8. I have ONLY two

such copies from my Fall class and I will give them to the first

two people who visit my office and give me $8.

--Bob Wardrop

***************************************************************
Date: Fri, 09 Jan 2015 18:58:05 -0600 (CST)

From: Bob Wardrop <wardrop@stat.wisc.edu>

To: "Lecture 4, Spr 2015 Stat 371" <stat371-4-s15@lists.wisc.edu>

Subject: Discussions and TAs for Stat 371, Lecture 4

The attached document provides the names, offices and email addresses

of the TAs and grader for this course. Office hours will be posted

when they become available.

This document is posted on our course webpage too at

http://www.stat.wisc.edu/˜wardrop/courses/spring15tas2.pdf

It will NOT be posted on D2L.

Thanks.

Bob
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